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LIBRARY  INNOVATIONS  IN  ILLINOIS 


This  brochure  was  created  to  demonstrate  the 
variety  of  innovative  projects  in  Illinois  librar¬ 
ies  made  possible  by  federal  Library  Services 
and  Construction  Act  funds  administered 
through  the  Illinois  State  Library. 
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LSCA  GREAT  IDEAS 


The  Ideal  Public  Library 

Lincoln  Trail  Libraries  System 

This  project  is  providing  a  demonstration  of 
“ideal  public  library”  service  to  the  unserv¬ 
ed  residents  of  Oakwood,  with  a  referendum 
to  establish  a  library  district  held  at  the  con¬ 
solidated  election  on  April  7,  1987. 


Nite  Owl  Telephone 
Reference  Service 

Schaumburg  Township  Public  Library 

Late  night  telephone  reference  service  is  be¬ 
ing  provided  to  citizens  of  the  areas  served  by 
nine  public  libraries  from  9  p.m.  until  1  a.m., 
Monday  through  Saturday  and  5  p.m.  until  1 
a.m.  on  Sundays.  The  service  will  be  provided 
by  trained  staff  located  at  the  Arlington 
Heights  Memorial  Library. 


Public  Library  Referral  Service 
for  Parents  of  Handicapped 

Suburban  Library  System 

The  purpose  of  this  grant  is  to  establish  a 
database  and  collect  information  for  the  par¬ 
ents  of  handicapped  individuals.  This  center 
is  responsible  for  gathering  information  on 
the  agencies  that  serve  these  individuals 
throughout  the  surrounding  area  of  Chicago. 


Community  Touch 

Rantoul  Public  Library 

This  project  explores  the  feasibility  of  expan¬ 
ding  the  services  of  the  Rantoul  Public  Library 
to  surrounding  rural  areas.  Grant  funds  are  be¬ 
ing  used  to  improve  existing  services  in  order 
to  provide  high  profile  services  to  attract  tar- 


geted  communities.  The  project  also  tests  the 
climate  for  future  referenda  and  a  possible 
Project  PLUS  (Promoting  Larger  Units  of 
Service). 


Your  Chicago  Health 

Chicago  Public  Library 

“The  Enigmatic  Epidemic:  Sexually  Trans¬ 
mitted  Diseases”  is  a  joint  project  by  The  Chi¬ 
cago  Public  Library/Chicago  Library  System 
and  several  city  health  and  education  organ¬ 
izations  to:  1)  provide  information  on  sexually 
transmitted  diseases  (STD)  to  adults;  2)  en¬ 
courage  young  adults  to  use  the  library’s  bio¬ 
logical-medical  resources  to  prepare  health- 
related  projects  for  the  Chicago  Public 
Schools  Student  Science  Fair;  and  3)  produce 
videotapes  on  STD  for  use  in  the  classroom 
and  inclusion  in  neighborhood  library  STD 
collections. 


Project  LIME 

Willowbrook  Public  Library  District 
Darien  Public  Library  District 

The  boards  of  two  adjacent  public  library  dis¬ 
tricts  in  DuPage  County,  Darien  and  Willow- 
brook,  have  each  voted  to  participate  in  Pro¬ 
ject  LIME  (library  mergers)  to  examine  the 
feasibility  of  a  merger  of  the  two  library  dis¬ 
tricts.  Each  library  serves  between  15,000  and 
20,000  people,  and  has  a  current  operating 
budget  approaching  $350,000.  Before  the  end 
of  the  first  year  of  the  project,  each  board  will 
make  an  independent  decision  whether  or 
not  to  place  the  merger  issue  on  the  ballot  for 
their  residents. 


Twenty-Four-Hour  Library 

Bloomington  Public  Library 

The  Bloomington  Public  Library  will  provide 
twenty-four-hour  information  service  to  any¬ 
one  who  has  access  to  a  touch  tone  telephone. 


The  library  will  install  a  microcomputer- 
based  system  that  will  allow  users  to  dial  into 
the  library  and  receive  a  variety  of  messages 
about  library  services,  including;  notification 
of  reserves,  programs,  and  overdues. 


Skokie  Accessible  Library  Services 

Skokie  Public  Library 

This  is  a  continuing  project  which  has  served 
the  vision  impaired,  hearing  impaired,  and 
physically  disabled  through  the  provision  of 
a  broad  selection  of  activities  designed  to  in¬ 
tegrate  the  disabled  patron  into  the  full  range 
of  services  offered  by  the  Skokie  Public 
Library 


Lekotek  Center 

Galesburg  Public  Library 

This  project  will  establish  a  toy,  game  and 
book  lending  library  for  handicapped  child¬ 
ren.  Project  objectives  include:  1)  signing  up 
at  least  24  families  for  monthly  visits  to  the 
Lekotek  Center;  2)  increasing  the  awareness 
of  Lekotek  Center  materials  and  services;  and 
3)  holding  pilot  workshops  near  the  end  of  the 
grants  period. 


Planning  for  a  Statewide 
Children’s  Science  Book  Fair  .  .  . 

Museum  of  Science  and  Industry 

IS 

The  project  provides  for  the  planning  of  a 
traveling  version  of  the  Museum  of  Science 
and  Industry’s  Annual  Children’s  Science 
Book  Fair. 
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Library  Services  and  Construc¬ 
tion  Act  funding  is  used  to  meet 
identified  needs  to  improve , 
strengthen,  or  extend  library 
service  throughout  the  state. 
Over  100  projects  of  Illinois 
libraries  are  funded  for  Fiscal 
Year  1987.  Descriptions  of 
several  of  these  noteworthy 
projects  are  provided  to 
demonstrate  the  use  of  $4 
million  in  federal  funds. 
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CreaUo^pfJan  ILLINET 
Online  Union  Catalog,  Year  Two, 

Univer&ity  of  Illinois 

*  4  r; 

Second-year  funding  of  this  project  co;htmue“$ 
to  support  creation  of  an  Illinois  Librafyand^ 
Information  Network  (ILLINET)  ^Online 
Union  Catalog  based  on  the  OCLC  cataloging 
records  from  ILLINET  member  libraries. 
This  catalog  will  contain  over  3  million  titles, 
reflecting  over  10  million  holdings  and  will 
be  accessible  through  terminals  in  each  of  the 
Regional  Library  Systems,  four  major  Re¬ 
search  and  Reference  Centers,  LCS  member 
libraries  and  through  dial-up  access. 


Serials  of  Illinois 
Libraries  Online:  Phase  3 

Northern  Illinois  University 

This  is  a  continuing  project  in  its  third  year 
of  Library  Services  and  Construction  Act 
funding  which  will  support  the  growth  of  the 
Illinois  statewide  union  list  of  serials,  which 
facilitates  resource  sharing  and  interlibrary 
loan  within  the  state  using  OCLC’s  union 
listing  capacity. 


A  complete  listing  of  Fiscal  Year  1987  LSCA  projects  is  publish¬ 
ed  in  the  January  1987  issue  of  Illinois  Libraries.  Copies  are 
available  by  calling  the  Publications  Office  at  the  Illinois  State 
Library  (217)  782-5870. 
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